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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Wenham Select Board 
Meeting of April 27, 2021 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Select Board was held on Tuesday April 27, 2021 at 5:30pm. Due to the COVID19 Virus 
pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom. 
Please be advised that this open meeting is being broadcast live via Zoom and recorded for playback on-line, video on-demand viewing at hwcam.org. 
All participants wishing to speak during Public Comments must indicate so in the Zoom meeting chat.   
 
With the resignation of two Selectmen on January 19, 2021, the Town held a special election on April 8, 2021 to fill the  
remaining term of Jack Wilhelm through May 2022.  Catherine Harrison was elected to the Select Board to complete the final 
year of this term. The third open seat is in the final year of the 3-year term and will be on the annual election ballot May 6, 2021 
for the full three-year term. 
 
The Select Board serves as the chief executive body of the Town. The Board's duties include in part appointing the Town 
Administrator and other board/committee members, developing goals and policies, preparing the town report, the annual 
budget, and presenting the warrant for Town Meeting.  The Board typically meets the first & third Tuesday of each month at 
6:30pm in Town Hall.  The Select Board meetings are posted on the Town calendar. The Town has a three-member Select 
Board elected for three-year terms with one seat up for election each year. The Select Board have a representative on the 
Veterans Committee, Iron Rail Commission, and Affordable Housing Trust.  Mr. Cheeseman is the Select Board representative 
on the Audit Committee.   
Current Select Board Members: Gary Cheeseman (2023); Catherine Harrison (2022); Open Seat (2021) 
 
• Call to Order: With a quorum present Mr. Cheeseman called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
Select Board present: Gary Cheeseman, Chair; Catherine Harrison 
Also present: Tom Younger, Interim Town Administrator; Jackie Bresnahan, Director of Administrative Services; Nicci 
Roebuck Executive Assistant Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Executive Session  
The Select Board voted unanimously by roll call to enter into ES under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (a)(2) – To conduct strategy in preparation for 
negotiations with nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion personnel. 
• Deputy Police Chief Lucontoni 
• Police Chief DiNapoli 
The Board returned to open session at 5:57pm and recessed until the open session meeting posted at 6:30pm. 
The Board reconvened at 6:30 pm. 
 
Announcements  - Additional information is posted on the Town’s web site. 
• Hydrant Flushing is underway through May 7 and will be conducted between the hours of 8am and 2pm. Daily updates will 

be posted on the town’s web site. 
• Job Opening in Highway Department for a Driver/Operator; a Class B CDL & Hoisting License is required. 
• Request for Letters of Interest in Board & Committee Openings posted on the town’s web site.  
• HW Community Family Movie Night at Pingree Park is April 30; pre-registration is required. 
• Annual Town Meeting is Saturday, May 1, 1:00pm at Pingree Park; check in begins at 12 noon.   Masks are required. 
• Annual Town Election are Thursday, May 6, 7:00am – 8:00pm, at Wenham Town Hall.   

o The last day to request an absentee ballot by mail is April 30.  
o The deadline for absentee voting in person is May 5 at 12 noon. 

• Rain Barrels are available for purchase at a reduced cost of $34.50; orders must be placed by June 10 and pick up in June 19 
8-12 at the DPW garage 91 Grapevine Road.  The link is on the town’s web site. 

• The Beverly Airport Master Plan Community Engagement Virtual Meeting is April 28 at 6pm. 
 
Reports 
• TOWN ADMINISTRATOR (Interim) – Tom Younger 
The Town Clerk requested residents picking up their Pleasant Pond sticker, who have not registered their dog or completed the 
2021 census, do so at that time. 
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• The Governor is recommending changes this week to the COVID protocols with a target date of August 1 to reopen. 
The way towns handle in-person meetings has not been determined at this time.  
 

• COVID-19 UPDATE – Maribeth Ting, Public Nurse  
Ms. Ting reported that there are currently 2 positive COVID cases in town bringing the total of cumulative cases to 293 and 29 
probable cases.  There have been 20 new cases in the past two weeks which will keep Wenham as a yellow community according 
to the state’s color-coded risk level. 
Ms. Ting summarized that the Governor has announced changes going forward with a possible date of August 1 to reopen, with 
restrictions.   As of April 30, face coverings are not required outside, unless it not possible to socially distance.  Face coverings 
are still required indoors and at groups events whether indoor or outdoor / public or private.  
A face covering will be required for those attending the May 1 Annual Town Meeting. 
Links for testing and vaccines are posted on the town’s web site. 
 
• CHAIRMAN – Gary Cheeseman 
Weekly Select Board meetings will continue through May and return to a regular schedule in June of meeting the first and third 
Tuesdays each month. 
 
Consent Agenda  
A. Meeting Minutes –Open Session: April 13, 2020 
Vote: The Select Board voted unanimously by roll call to approve all the items in the consent agenda. 
 
• Appointments  

o Police Department – Keegan O’Donnell 
Deputy Chief DiNapoli was present and spoke to the recommendation to appoint Keegan O’Donnell as a full-time officer.  
Vote: The Select Board voted unanimously by roll call to appoint Keegan O’Donnell to the Wenham Police Department as a Police Officer starting 
May 5, 2021 with a term ending June 30, 2021. 
 
• Review of actions taken January 19, 2021 – April 9, 2021 
The Select Board was asked to vote to ratify, validate, and confirm the following: 13 Accounts Payable Warrants #2126-2138 & 
6 Payroll Warrants #2115-2120. 
Ms. Harrison confirmed she reviewed and signed the warrants. 
Vote: The Select Board voted unanimously by roll call to ratify, validate, and confirm 13 Accounts Payable Warrants # 2126-2138 and 6 Payroll 
Warrants #2115-2120. 
 
• Discussion and potential vote to sign letter of support for Acord Food Pantry ‘Feed More Together’ community funding 

program grant application 
Ø Email Town of Wenham to Seth Moulton re: North Shore Hunger Network regional FY22 Community Funding 

Project ‘Feed More Together’: Strategic Investments of North Shore Hunger Network 
Adam Liptak, Accord Food Pantry Board member, was present and spoke on the Feed More Together grant program through Seth 
Moulton office.  The Select Board was asked to sign a letter on behalf of the Acord Food Pantry to express support of the 
North Shore Hunger Network’s Collaborative Regional 2022 Community Funding Project that will provide strategic 
investments in local hunger-relief programs to meet the increased need in communities in Essex County. Wenham is applying 
collaboratively with other communities for $50,000 to fund a van to help meet the need to pick up and distribute food.  
Vote: The Select Board voted unanimously by roll call to approve the letter of support for Acord Food Pantry’s ‘Feed More Together’ community 
funding program grant (dated April 28, 2021). 
 
• Town Government Study Committee Presentation – Patrick Waddell 
Ms. Harrison introduced Patrick Waddell, Chair of the TGSC.  Mr. Waddell will be making a presentation at the Annual Town 
Meeting on the progress of the Town Government Study Committee (TGSC)– 3 to 5 Select Board.  
TGSC members: Dave Anderson, Harriet Davis, Michael Lucy, Deirdre Pierotti, Roger Smerage & Patrick Waddell 
 
Mr. Waddell gave an overview of the Committee’s charge and update on the progress since the Committee was appointed in 
December 2020.  The Committee has been meeting weekly, with a few exceptions, since February 11 to identify target 
interviewees including former and current Town Select Boards and Town Administrators, create an online survey for town 
boards/ committees/employees. The committee is currently in data collection stage. 
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The Committee was originally charged to make recommendation to the 2021 Annual Town Meeting if the Town of Wenham 
would be better served by a three-person or five-person Select Board. The Committee has since requested their terms be 
extended to after 2022 Town Meeting to allow more time to do research and hold public hearings.  
Mr. Waddell observed that the Committee has come across several other issues that could make up a future request to amend 
the charge of the Committee. One issue identified was the change from “Board of Selectman” to “Select Board.”  Since this  
article was put on the Town Meeting Warrant by the Select Board, it will not be necessary to study it further. The TGSC fully 
supports this change. Other potential considerations that have come up during the discussions that may be appropriate for the 
TGSC have been submitted to the Select Board, including the role of a Town Administrator vs. Town Manager and a written 
process for appointing to town boards/committees. 
Mr. Waddell also mentioned that M.G.L. Chapter 32b §2 states that elected officials that receive a stipend or pay are eligible for 
benefits, and that the Town may want to address this directly. 
In closing, Mr. Waddell identified that all TGSC documents are on the Town’s Google Drive, accessible through the Town’s 
web site/ Town Government Study Committee page. 
 
Old Business  
• Discussion regarding Annual Town Meeting 
The Annual Town Meeting is this Saturday May 1.  Residents must wear a face covering and were encouraged to bring the 
warrant book that was mailed to each household. Mr. Cheeseman reiterated that a quorum of 120 is required to hold town 
meeting and asked residents to attend.  
 
• Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only) 
 
Adjournment: The Select Board voted unanimously by roll call to adjourn at 7:11pm.  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
4.29.21 
  


